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INTERNATIONAL MOTHER LANGUAGE DAY 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [12.10 pm]: I would like 
to inform the house that Friday, 21 February, is International Mother Language Day. The aim of International Mother 
Language Day, proclaimed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization in 1999, and 
now celebrated across the world, is to promote linguistic and cultural diversity, and multilingualism. 
In Western Australia, we believe that everyone has the right to maintain their mother language or learn and speak 
other languages. In our beautiful state, more than 240 languages are spoken in homes, including many Aboriginal 
languages and dialects. The McGowan government recognises the importance and value of the diversity of languages 
spoken in this state and is committed to maximising the benefits of language maintenance, teaching and learning 
for the benefit of everyone in the community. 
To support language learning and maintenance, the McGowan government, through the community languages 
program administered by the Office of Multicultural Interests, provides funding to after-hours community language 
schools as well as funding for the Italian in-school insertion program. I am pleased to say that the applications round 
for the 2020 community language school funding is currently open. In 2019, the program supported 47 community 
language schools teaching 33 languages across Western Australia. The Italian in-school insertion program also 
supported more than 10 000 students, and this number is growing. Our linguistic diversity increases our ability to 
communicate with the rest of the world, and promotes trade, business, academic and cultural exchange. 
International Mother Language Day arose from the struggles of the Bangladeshi people, fighting for the right to speak 
and study in their mother language, Bengali. I note that the Bangladesh Australia Association of Western Australia 
will hold its annual celebration of the day on Saturday, 22 February. 
I am proud to state that Western Australia recognises and celebrates International Mother Language Day annually. 
I congratulate all Western Australians, and in particular the Bangladeshi community, in celebrating this auspicious 
international event. 
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